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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

| 1. Number in Sipldsng: The Usbek race of Sinkiang is also referred to, bdoth in

' Sinkiang and in English-lcnguege texts on that province, as Uzbeg and :u=tzu-
pleh-k'a. Accerding to & 1341 survey they numbered 7,966, or slightly over
«215 of the total population of Sinkiang.

Opizin of the Ngme: The Uzbeks are a aouatain pecple of Turkic-Ulgiwr orizin.
Their tribal name was formed by combining the words Uz (self) and Zek
(naster, or chief), to mean MHaster of Himself". True to thelr naze, they
are proud, willful and generally ambitions. The Uzbeka, like the Taters, erec
extremely clenish and never marry outside cf their own race. Their tribal
aotto is, "We bear hunger, thirst, torture and death, but never a magter®.

2.

3. Historz of the flace: The Uzbek nation as & whale is now conposed of two mein
ethnic layerse The old Iranian groups which inhabited the southera Iuner
Asisn oasis resion and the Turkish tribes of the sc-called "Uzbek confederation”,
vhich in the sixteonth zentury conquered this resion. Under the influeace -t
the culture of the Iranian agricultural oasis dwellers, the Uzbeks soon
abandnued their nomadic econamy and went over to a 3etiled, egriculiurel
econanys They avsorbed many elements of the higher [ranien cultire which
they had comgusred, to such a degree that for a time Persian was the only
language in which litarature was written and in which the courts functionede
In the nineteerth ceatary, most of the territary of the Uzbeks was conquered
vy the Russians. Several Khenates remained nominally independent, but were
sctually in a vassal relationshir to Russia. After the Soviet Revalution,
Lhe Uzbeks first formed part of tus Turikisten Soviet Republic end later vere
reorganized into the Usbek 3oviet Socialist Republice The Uzbeka comprise
the majarity of the populetion in their own Republic, They live also, in
scattered croups, in the Tadjik, Kazakh and Kirghiz Soviet Socialist Republics
and in northern Afghanistan, as well as in Sinkiang.
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A 4s Laugiage: As mentioned before, far a time Persian was the only languege in which
2 Ugbek literature was written and in which their courts functioned. At the present
time, however, the Turkic Uzbak language prevails nver Iranian as the langusge of
" the common pecple. The Uzbek cily dwellers generally still use the Iranlcized
verasion of the Usbek language, whereas the Uzbeks who 1livs in the country use the
purer Turkic tongue.

5. Beligion: The Uzbeks belong to the Sunni order of the Islemic faith. They, however,
consider the mystical teachings of the Sufis important in thelr religious developnent.
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6. Gongentratiops: The Uszbeks ia Sinkiang, who are refugees from Soviet cppression,
reside for the most part in the cities, More than threo-guarters of then are
Jocated i~ the cities of Kashgsr {Shufu), Kuldja (Ining) and Chuguchak (Tahcheng).

7. Qogupaticna: Up to the sixteenth century the Usbeks were nomads sand made their
1iving by herding cattle and sheep. After that tims they settled dowm and went
over to a settled agriculiural economy. In Sinkiang, the majority ere city
dwellers and have beoome eithor merchants or tredezs.
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